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Hat Yai Hospital and the Rainbow Sky Association of Thailand Launch a Community-Led Same-Day Sexually

Transmitted Infections (STIs) Test and Treat Service to Combat HIVs in Songkhla Province

“Know your status and find your care at RSAT”

Songkhla, Thailand - March 28, 2024: Today, Hat Yai Hospital and the Rainbow Sky Association of Thailand (RSAT)
Songkhla Medical Technologist Clinic sighed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to introduce the Community-
Led Same-Day Sexually Transmitted Infections (STls) Test and Treat Service at RSAT Songkhla Medical Technologist
Clinic. The launch of this service marks a significant advancement in HIV services within Songkhla province. This
partnership was made possible by the generous support of several organizations including the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID), the Meeting Targets and Maintaining HIV Epidemic Control (EpiC) Thailand
Project funded by USAID and managed by the Family Health International (FHI 360), the Thailand National Health
Security Office (NHSO), the Institute for HIV Research and Innovation (IHRI), the Office of Disease Prevention and
Control Region 12 in Songkhla province, and the Songkhla Provincial Public Health Office. The collaborative efforts,
which bridge government agencies and civil society organizations, have played a crucial role in advancing Thailand's

National AIDS strategies aimed at ending the epidemic by 2030.

Since 2015, Hat Yai Hospital and RSAT have jointly operated the RSAT Songkhla Medical Technologist Clinic to provide
HIV and STls services, referring clients to seek further treatment at Hat Yai Hospital and other facilities as needed.
This partnership facilitated the successful implementation of Community-Led Same-Day Antiretroviral Therapy (ART)
Services at RSAT Community Health Center in 2022, enhancing access to HIV services for key populations in Songkhla
province. However, despite significant progress, challenges remain in addressing HIV and other STls, primarily due to

limitations in service availability and operating hours at the facility.

Recognizing this critical need, stakeholders have united to devise comprehensive solutions under a person-centered
approach. The introduction of the Community-Led Same-Day STls Test and Treat Service aims to increase access to
high-quality, stigma-free STIs treatment provided by community lay providers accredited by the Department of
Disease Control, Ministry of Public Health. This initiative not only promotes sexual health and well-being, but also
plays a vital role in preventing STls transmission, contributing to the overarching goals of ending AIDS in Songkhla

province and Thailand by 2030.

For more information, please contact:

Dr. Poonnanat Phoopisutthisak, Deputy Director of Community Services Office, District 2, Southern Region, Rainbow
Sky Association of Thailand

Phone: +669-1105-4562 Email: poonnanat.p@rsat.info



